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When this year began, we had a
lot to aspire to at the Otter Realm.
We were rebuilding our website,
reaching out into the community
and preparing to tackle topics that
had yet to unfold. With 12 issues
ahead of us, the year looked like a
blank canvas.
It began as summer waned and
posters went up in our small musty
production room in building four.
Rage Against the Machine, the
Beatles, and Led Zeppelin posters
lined the walls above Macs that
were taking a rest in between
semesters. Then, armed with
little more than enthusiasm and a
passion for journalism, we set out
to make things happen.
I remember the first night our
paper was delivered. We couldn’t
wait. Our Production Manager,
Alex Hennessey, and held it up,
flipped through the pages and
said “This is the size of a whole
capstone.” We grinned, amazed
that we pulled it off. Then our
smiles drooped when we realized
“How are we going to pull off
eleven more?” Well, we did.
As Editor in Chief this year,
I had three goals for the Otter
Realm. The first was for the
publication to be an instrument
for the community and a catalyst
for discourse. From the very
first issue, I have been humbled
and privileged to showcase
submissions in print and online
from students and members of
our community.

From a friend’s goodbye to
Jesse Baza to a student leader
concerned about the local climate
for people of color, it has been a
year rich with expression and
intent. With each issue I have
learned news and topics I would
not otherwise know, and I would
like to thank everyone who has
reached out to the Otter Realm
this year to contribute.
My second goal as Editor in
Chief was to make a paper that I
would want to pick up and read. I
am proud to say that with the help
of our thoughtful and ambitious
staff reporters, production staff
and our team including Alex
Hennessey, Nolan Davis, Lupe
Becerra, Toutoua Vang, Hailey
Vetter and Johnny Bays, we have
built quite an audience and one I
am proud to be a part of.
My third goal as Editor in Chief
this year was not to take things so
seriously that they stopped being
fun. And in the midst of stacks
of articles and deadlines, I am
grateful that my team and I never
lost sight of what we were doing
and why.
There
were
late
night
brainstorming
sessions
over
Mountain
Mike’s
Pizza,
Starbucks, Yerba Mate, Chinese
food and laughs where we were
just delusional enough to find
the right headline or phrase to
capture an article’s essence.
There were close calls and typos
and times where I wasn’t sure if
an article would strike the right
cord or ruffle too many feathers.
There were some nights before
production when only two or three
articles were ready and wondered
if there would be a “next issue”
but somehow everything worked
out.
As we prepare to hire a new
editor and the bi-weekly ritual
of staying up to write my editor
notes are coming to an end, I
realize this is the first time I’ve
had to take it all in. It has been
a fun and amazing journey which
began as I stood up to address a
fresh group of writers in building
46 and ended yesterday at the
Otter Realm Awards. But my role
as reader of the Otter Realm will
continue, and I hope yours does
too. Thank you for allowing me to
serve you this year, and I wish you
all the best.
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whatyou otter be
doing
SPRING 2015
CAPSTONE FESTIVAL
THURSDAY, MAY 14
Collaborative Health & Human
Services
Ocean Hall rooms B120, C120
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
World Languages & Cultures
World Languages & Cultures Building, Room
118
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Liberal Studies
Tanimura and Antle Library, rooms 1170,
1173, 1176
8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Business
University Center, Conference Rooms
8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Psychology
University Center Ballroom and Living Room
8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13
World Languages & Cultures
World Learning Center room 118
12-4 p.m.
Kinesiology
University Center, Ballroom
3 - 4 p.m.
Service Learning Institute
University Center, Ballroom
5 - 7 p.m.
Service Learning Institute
HCOM Conference room
6 - 8 p.m.
www.otterrealm.com

School of Computing and Design
Media Learning Center
8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Social Behavioral & Global Studies
Tanimura &Antle Library, Room 1188
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Science & Environmental Policy
Tanimura & Antle Library, Room 1180
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Music & Performing Arts
Music Hall
10 a.m. -1 p.m.
Math
Chapman Science Center, room S222
12-4 p.m.
Cinematic Arts & Technology
World Theater
1 - 3 p.m. and 6 - 9 p.m.
Master of Social Work
Tanimura & Antle Library, room 1170, 1173
4 - 8 p.m.
M.A. Education
Media Learning Center, rooms 118,120,131,
160,170
4-8 p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY 15
World Languages & Cultures
World Learning Center room 118
8- 11 a.m.
Human Communication
University Center, Ballroom
9- 11 a.m.
Visual & Public Art
VPA building
9 a.m. -12 p.m.
Business
University Center Conference Room
8 a.m. -12 p.m.
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CSUMB is one of the schools that will offer the new $2 fee.

KNOW YOUR
OPTIONS

Photo by: Alex Hennessey

CSSA

Student Involvement and Representation Fee optional in CSU System
Isabelle Franz, AS Director of
Statewide Affairs

No one should pay for something they don’t
want, which is the beauty of the Student In
volvement and Representation Fee (SIRF).
Starting this semester, students had the
option of paying the SIRF, a $2 fee that
supports the California State Student Asso
ciation (CSSA), the organization that over
sees the students throughout the state.
All students in the California State Uni
versity (CSU) system are being asked on
their fee summary whether they want to
pay the $2 each semester. It is optional, not
mandatory like all the other fees required
of CSUMB students.
Those costs include the Student Health
Services fee of $63 that helps pay for the
on-campus health center. Students must
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pay that even though they might not have
ever visited the center.
Never ride the Otter Trolley? CSUMB
students still are on the hook for the $32
Shuttle Program Fee whether they catch a
ride or not.
That is not the case with SIRF. The
$2-a-semester fee ($4 for the year), cov
ered under any financial aid, allows each
student the choice to pay into the CSSA
rather and have it included in the Associat
ed Students fee.
The separate fee will allow for increased
funding for CSSA, which currently is hand
cuffed in its statewide advocacy efforts
because of limited funding. It also grants
CSSA autonomy from the Chancellor’s Of
fice, allowing the student organization to
fully represent only the needs of the stu
dents.

The CSSA is a student government or
ganization that works tirelessly for the
457,000 students in the CSU system on the
statewide and sometimes national level.
Received a Cal Grant or Pell Grant? Thank
the CSSA. Ever participated in Education
al Opportunity Program (EOP), are you an
undocumented student or formerly in the
foster system? That too was part of CSSA,
which fought for accessibility to higher ed
ucation for underrepresented groups.
Legislation successfully supported and/
or sponsored by CSSA includes:
SB 967: Makes affirmative consent the
standard when considering cases of sexual
assault on college campuses
AB 1210: Makes it possible for undocu
mented students to receive campus-based
loans
AB 669: Grants residency (in-state tui

tion) to former foster youth
AB 447: Allows Student Trustees a guar
anteed vote at the Board of Trustees
AB 2813,131, SB 174: Increases access to
Cal Grant A and B for CSU students
AB 386: Allows a student at any CSU to
enroll in an online course at another CSU
campus
The CSSA is your voice to statewide is
sues. It serves students and could provide
more support with the SIRF.
For more information, visit www.csustudents.org. or stop by the Associated Stu
dents office (Rm. 125 in the Student Center)
for more answers and information on how
to effectively remove the fee if you do not
want to help support the CSSA.

www.otterrealm.com

A LOOK AT LILYANA GROSS:

PRESIDENT'S AWARD WINNER

CSUMB math major receives 2015 President's Award

Miguel Palmer, Staff Reporter

MPALMER@CSUMB.EDU

Each year at commencement, California
State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
honors the students who have made
great strides in their involvement with
the university. Numerous awards
will be presented to the students
who have demonstrated excep
tional progress in their academ
ics, but only one will receive the
President’s Award.
At this year’s commence
ment
ceremony,
Lilyana
Gross, fifth year math major,
will be receiving the Presi
dent’s Award for Exemplary
Student Achievement. This
award is given to students
who are actively involved
in the university and have
made notable services
to the student life. This
student must also have
maintained a cumulative
grade point average of
3.5 or higher throughout
their scholastic journey at
CSUMB.
In her years at CSUMB,
Gross has been involved with
many organizations. She en
joys participating in the Math
club where she currently holds
the position of president. During
her first three years as a student
at CSUMB, Gross was part of the
CSUMB women’s volleyball team.
As an athlete, she also participated
in CSUMB’s Student Athlete Advisory
Committee (SAAC) as treasurer. After
her years as an athlete, Gross decided to
focus more on her academics.
Gross became a Undergraduate Research
Opportunities Center (UROC) Scholar and stud
ied at North Carolina State University during the
summer of 2013 for ten weeks as well as Harvard
University School of Public Health during the summer of
2014 for six weeks.
Throughout her time at these universities, Gross learned

www.otterrealm.com

more about her studies in math and grew to be fonder of the
subject. Regarding her summer at North Carolina State
University, she said “I was researching the spread of
methamphetamine use developing a mathematical
model showing the spread of methamphetamine
use.”
At Harvard University, Gross researched
cortisone levels and the link between preg
nant women and developmental issues
that their children could be born with.
Much of these accomplishments, Gross
says “could not have been done with
out my family.”
Gross attributes many of her
achievements to her parents as they
have motivated her to continue
pursuing her passion in Math by
encouraging her to work hard in
school. After she completed high
school at Rancho Buena Vista
High School in 2010, she nev
er imagined she would go to
college until she was offered a
scholarship to play volleyball at
CSUMB.
“I never thought I was smart,
I never really thought I had
anything to offer except playing
volleyball,” Gross said.
Entering CSUMB as a fresh
man, Gross was originally a Bi
ology major, but soon switched
to Math after speaking to one of
her math professors. Gross says
that she took Calculus “for fun”
and her math professor, Dr. Heath
Proskin, encouraged her to pursue
math as a major. Graduating this
upcoming spring, she is going to fur
ther her education by pursuing higher
degrees.
Gross tells the Otter Realm that she
plans “on studying at the Colorado School
of Public Health this upcoming fall.” Here
she will begin working on her master’s degree
in Biostatistics, and eventually would like to ob
tain her Ph.D. in the field.
Her inspiration for researching Biostatistics came
from wanting to learn more about the disease after her
uncle was diagnosed with cancer. But she maintains a pos
itive attitude saying “I am blessed to have this opportunity
to further studies in my field, and I look forward to a bright
future!”
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Dr. Ajit Abraham with Dr. Cornel West.

Photo by: Estella Porras

Students at the Hiii Power march.

Participator at the 19th Annual Social Justice Colloquium.

WEST JOINS THE CONVERSATION
Meditations on morality and social justice from Cornel West's talk at CSUMB
Susan Webb, Staff Reporter

SUWEBB@CSUMB.EDU
Dr. Cornel West inspired people to stand
up for human rights and morality with a
fiery passion when he spoke to a sold out
crowd in California State University Mon
terey Bay (CSUMB)’s University Ballroom.
As an advocate for social justice, West
stressed a multitude of ideas from Socratic
philosophy to W.E.B. Du Bois, and the im
portant role that the arts play in humanity.
He further connected issues of police bru
tality and institutionalized racism around
the country to local communities such as
Salinas.
In these tense times, West advised stu
dents not to hate people themselves, but
to hate the negative deeds that they do. He
also demonstrated the power of spreading
knowledge and sharing one’s gifts with the
world.
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As West purported to channel people’s
energies into positive action, he first em
phasized how love and compassion were
cultivated in his own life. He credited his
mother, father and Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. as making a difference to him, saying
“I am who I am because I was loved. I was
attended to.” Love, as he noted, is the first
step in understanding integrity, justice,
equality and leadership.
While West’s message proclaimed that
greatness comes from the heart as well
as being the forerunner for “deep integ
rity” versus “cheap popularity”, he said “I
don’t like to start with leadership because
in a cultural superficial spectacle people
think that leadership is just about playing
a role. The last thing we need in this society
is someone eager to be a leader. You start
with the love, you start with the courage,
you start with integrity.”
The profound message that Dr. West
presented was to ultimately become part of

something bigger and better than yourself.
He suggested holding one’s self and others
accountable for their actions, and to make
a difference from the “womb to the tomb”.
After West’s talk, students and commu
nity members lined up in front of the podi
um to address their concerns and frustra
tions. One mother asked about her son. She
said, “I want to ignite in him. How do I do
that?” Dr. West responded by singling the
young man out of the crowd, and having
him stand up. He continued to say, “Plant
a seed and it will sprout. I know that some
times it doesn’t happen in the amount of
time that we want it to,” but he praised her
parenting and encouraged her to keep do
ing what she is doing.
West further pointed out that parent
ing and caring leads to education. He said
“We have too much schooling and not
enough education.” He suggested to con
tinue broadening and deeply examining
ourselves in order to connect to humanity.

He said, “come to terms with what you are
avoiding and denying and follow through
on moral commitments.”
International student and Political Sci
ence and Human Rights senior from Nor
way, Mari Grong, found West’s talk inspi
rational. She said, “He had a way of talking
that made me really pay attention to what
he was saying. I did not have any views
change, but I got more inspired to be an ad
vocate for rights for all.”
Dr. West is a scholar and philosopher.
He was the first African American to grad
uate with a doctorate in philosophy from
Princeton University. In addition to being
a political activist and public speaker, he
taught philosophy at Harvard University
and has written several books such as “Race
Matters” and “The Future of the Race.”
CSUMB’s Otter Student Union, the Otter
Cross Cultural Center, and the Student
Center presented the speaker on on Friday,
April 24.
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Radio Bilingue co-founder is keynote speaker
at this year's commencement
Miranda Squires, Staff Reporter

MSQUIRES@CSUMB.EDU
Hugo Morales is a catalyst for finding ways
to address poverty and give marginalized
populations broadcasting resources they
can benefit from. On May 16, Morales will
be the keynote speaker at California State
University Monterey Bay (CSUMB)’s 19th
annual commencement.
With minimal access to microphones and
public airwaves before the ‘70s, many Lati
nos did not have the privilege of discussing
global or local issues via widespread media
outlets.
However, Morales co-founded Radio
Bilingiie in 1976 and the station, started by
a group of advocates, empowers minority
communities and counters the inequali
ties of public
broadcasting in
the San Joaquin
Valley.
This
movement is re
ferred to as “La
Voz que Rompio
el Silencio,” or
“The Voice that
Broke the Si
lence.”
Morales was
awarded the Ed
ward R. Murrow
Award, public
broadcasting’s
highest honor,
in 1999. Cor
poration of Public Broadcasting (CPB)’s
President and CEO, Robert T. Coonrod,
said “Hugo challenges us all to capitalize on
the potential of public radio and new media
opportunities to advance our historic pub
lic service mission, a mission that includes
service to an increasingly diverse popula
tion.”
As a native Mixtec of Oaxaca, Mexico,
it is a tradition in Morales’ village to speak
publicly. “I learned to speak at family gath
erings, so I have always really enjoyed it,”
he says.
He explains how talking about some
thing meaningful to oneself and the audi
ence is essential in having confidence when
speaking publicly.
As a nine year old boy, Morales came to
the United States to meet his father who
was a farmworker in Sonoma County. He
grew up as a laborer, and later pursued
higher education.
He later received a full scholarship to
Harvard College where he completed his
Bachelor’s degree in Liberal Arts in 1972
and his law degree in 1975.
“I saw my studies in college and law
school as a way to help me be an advocate
for the poor, an interpreter of the reality of

the poor and look for ways to address pov
erty,” said Morales.
Morales chose to work as a laborer every
summer until his graduation from Harvard
Law School in 1975. “I thought it was im
portant to be with my family, friends and
community in order to get a sense of the re
ality of poverty and the spirit of the people.”
He says the people who work in the fields
are kind, smart, talented, and wonderful
people; they simply lack the options and
opportunities that others may have.
In 1964, Morales’ interest in radio was
ignited by his older brother Rosas’ estab
lishment of the first Spanish radio show in
Santa Rosa at a country western station,
KVRE am, north of San Francisco called
Amigos Latinos.
Morales’ older brother, Candido Morales
Rosas, got in
volved with
radio
after
becoming a
cabinet mak
er and se
verely injur
ing his hand
in a plane ac
cident where
he was no
longer able to
use his hand
the way he
used to.
Since be
ing a radio
programmer
was something Rosas always aspired to do,
he decided to start a Spanish show combin
ing traditional Mexican music with com
munity organizing over the radio.
Morales used to help out during his
brother’s show and realized how radio is a
very important tool for communities with
considerably low literacy rates in need of a
low cost medium that members of the com
munity could be a part of.
Morales says “we who are fortunate
enough to have a bachelors and even grad
uate degrees, should consider lending a
hand to others in need.”
His speech at commencement this year
will convey the importance of higher edu
cation, what a privilege it is to pursue it, the
dedication and hard work it takes, and how
public education is one of greatest things
about our country.
Morales states “I never thought of myself
as being a speaker at a college graduation;
it is a great honor.”
If you are unable to attend the ceremo
ny which takes place on May 16 at Freeman
Statium, it will be broadcast through the
campus television network on channels
72 and 72.1 and via the Internet at media.
csumb.edu under the “live streams” button.

A VOICE
FOR
CHANGE

“THOSE OF US WHO
CAN, SHOULD BE

helping others"
-HUGO MORALES

www.otterrealm.com

Hugo Morales

Photo provided by: Hugo Morales
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SUMMER @ csumb
Register Today!

csumb.edu/summer
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HUSTLE
Poet David Martinez visited CSUMB to talk about his new book
Wesley Barnes, Staff Reporter

WBARNES@CSUMB.EDU
On Thursday, April 30, Poet David Tomas
Martinez came to California State Univer
sity Monterey Bay (CSUMB)’s University
Living Room to discuss his debut collection
of Poetry titled “Hustle.”
In his book, Martinez recounts his
experiences as a young Latino gang
member living in 1990’s San Diego.
His struggles with identity and what it
means to be a man created the hustle
he needed to get to where he is today.
Martinez is the author of several
works and has been published by over
twenty publishers and is a current
Ph.D. candidate at the University of
Houston's Creative Writing program.
This year he is also the winner of the
Verlaine Poetry Prize from Inprint.
Writing is something Martinez is
passionate about, and after his presen
tation he opened up with a little-known
reason as to why he is compelled to write.
Martinez said "I never thought of myself as
a writer, but this is one of the things I am
good at. If I'm honest, I really wanted to be
in the NBA, but unfortunately 6'1 shooting
guards are not in high demand."
As a Latino youth, the struggles he faced
make his story even more powerful. He
never thought he would end up as a writer.
Martinez said, "I thought I would end up in
prison for a good chunk of my life. I'm hap
py with my life though."
He never felt like he had a voice during
his life and for “Hustle” to be heard is
something that is very important to him.
One purpose of “Hustle” was to share his
story and let others like him know they
could also have a voice.
During his presentation, he read sever
al poems from Hustle. Some of the poems
were "The Only Mexican," "Us Vs. Them,"
"The Mechanics of Men," and "Hoodies."
He talked a lot about his past as a gang
member, stealing cars and what it means to
be a man.
Martinez passionately read his poems
and discussed the meanings and backsto
ries of several poems he read. Coming from
such negative odds, it's inspiring how his
writings gave him a positive outlet in his
life. All these things and more make up his
hustle in life and his readings expressed the
effect it had on him.

www.otterrealm.com
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CAPSTONE
2015
Experiences from students and professors
Kenzel Jones. Staff Reporter

KENJONES@CSUMB.EDU

As the academic year wraps up
for the class of 2015, graduates
face one last obstacle before com
mencement: capstone. For many
seniors at California State Univer
sity Monterey Bay (CSUMB), cap
stone is the culmination of all the
work and effort they have put into
their undergraduate studies.
For those who haven’t gotten
there yet, capstone is defined as a
mixture of projects and the means
to
“demonstrate
knowledge,
skills, and abilities developed over
the course of a student’s learn
ing experience,” according to the
CSUMB webpage.
Capstones differ in the ways
that these goals can be accom
plished or shown and can be
carried out through “oral pre
sentations, original poetry, oral
histories, installation art, mu
rals, photography, performances,
research presentations, online
teaching and learning, films and
videos,” to name a few.
Aside from completing the
learning experience provided at
CSUMB, capstone can also be
used as a stepping stone into the
“real world.” A quote from an
alumni on the CSUMB business
department website said that stu
dents’ “beliefs about their own
capabilities, particularly those re
quired to function as profession
als in business, were significantly
improved in capstone.” Another
quote claimed that they “work on
a team for a real client, and be
ing supported by faculty who had
extremely high expectations of
them”
In order to gain a better un
derstanding of what capstone is,
the Otter Realm spoke with Hu
man Communication (HCOM)
Capstone Professor Dr. John
Berteaux. Berteaux’s capstone
session deals with social and eco
nomic justice and asks the ques
tion “How ought we distribute the
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Dr. Berteaux's 2015 Capstone class.

benefits and burdens of society as
compared to how they actually are
distributed?”
When asked what students
should do to prepare for capstone,
Berteaux said they “should see
every class they take as a possible
capstone topic... You don’t know
what you’re going to be interest
ed in, and as you know students
switch their majors.”
At the end of the day, Ber
teaux hopes that his students take
away from the class “a deeper
insight of the problem of social
and economic justice.” Berteaux
elaborates on this by saying that
insight does not mean answers.
“The simple issue is let’s try to get
clear about what the arguments
are because these are arguments
you hear everyday.” Berteaux
concluded, hoping that students
takeaway the ability to reflect and
think about their own beliefs and
ideas saying “Not only to critique
those arguments but knowing
where your argument is strong,
and where it’s weak and where it’s
overly simplistic and being able to

Photo by: Kernel Jones

face up to that. It’s the ability to be
critically self-reflective.”
The Otter Realm also spoke
with a student who has taken not
one but two capstone classes this
semester. Nicole Saldana, Busi
ness and Japanese Language and
Culture senior, spoke about her
topics saying “My capstone top
ics are for Business, ‘A Strategic
Analysis done on De Tierra Vine
yards’ and Japanese, ‘Japan and
America’s Sweet Tooth: A Com
parison of University Students’
Opinions on Sweet Shops.’”
When asked about the connec
tions of her capstones with her
majors Saldana said “The connec
tion they have for me is that De
Tierra is a client we were allowed
to work with and breakdown how
they are doing business-wise,
whereas [for] Japanese I also
wanted to research some time of
business to make it relate to my
Business major.”
Saldana’s advice for students
who will take capstone in the fu
ture was “giving plenty of time
dedicated to work on it. Even if it

means less social life, less family
time, less part time job. This is
what it comes down to graduate,
so finish strong.”

A student presenting a Capstone project.

Photo provided by: CSUMB Flickr
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AMAZING AFFINITY GRADS
CSUMB celebrates diversity among
graduates
- 4 p.m. in the UC Living Room. on May 15 is the African Ameri
Jonah Worcester, Staff Reporter

JWORCESTER@CSUMB.EDU

While many students are looking
forward to commencement, did
you know that there are different
graduation ceremonies for cer
tain groups on campus? Students
that identify as Asian Pacific Is
lander, Chican@, Latin@, African
American and LGBTQ+, as well
as student athletes and students
with disabilities are examples of
groups that have Affinity Grad
uation Celebrations. These are
groups of people who are drawn
together based on shared identi
ties or interests.
It is important to note that the
Affinity Graduation Celebrations
have been a consistently growing
tradition at California State Uni
versity Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
beginning the same time as the
campus itself. Some of the cere
monies used to be held off cam
pus. As the student body grew,
these ceremonies became part of
campus graduation celebrations.
Now all Affinity Graduation cere
monies are held on campus.
The groups have always been
student-run and fundraised on
their own in the past. However
the campus has gradually be
ing stepping up in showing their
support, such as directing more
financial resources towards these
groups. There is a collaboration of
support from the Alumni Asso
ciation, Associated Students (AS)
and the Office of Inclusive Excel
lence.
“I think it is important that
they get more institutionalized to
our overall commencement activ
ities,” said Patti Hiramoto, Asso
ciate Vice President of Inclusive
Excellence. Hiramoto then went
on to say the there is a partner
ship between students, faculty
and staff in regards to these cel
ebrations. Even Sodexo is helping
out with food costs.
The first of these celebrations is
Rainbow Graduation Celebration
for CSUMB’s LGBTQ+ Commu
nity and Allies on May 9 from 2
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The grads will be given rainbow
tassels, stoles and leis. The pres
ident of the Pride Club will give
a speech, as well as introduce the
new president for next year. This
is a celebration to honor the stu
dents that identify as LGBTQ+ as
well as their allies and advocates.
On behalf of the Rainbow Grads,
Erandy Frias, Senior Psychology
major, wishes to express gratitude
towards faculty and staff that have
supported them this year. “Thank
you for seeing and believing in us,
but most of all loving us,” she said.
Frias went on to state that “all the
students that are scared, please
know that you are loved and cared
for. You have a community wait-

understand
how important these
celebrations are not
only to elebrate the
graduates, but also to
build community for
ourcurrent students
as well as future
students."
"We

ing for you to come home.”
The next Affinity Graduation
Celebration will be the third an
nual Asian Pacific Islander (API)
graduation on Thursday, May 14,
from 5-7 p.m. in the Black Box
Cabaret (BBC). This ceremony
will be a bit more intimate, al
lowing more family members and
friends attend. “The API Gradu
ation Celebration is a celebration
to recognize the diversity and
achievements of graduating se
niors, their families, and friends”
said Alexis Carranco, Senior Psy
chology major and co-chair of API
graduation.
The event is also about “break
ing barriers within higher educa
tion for traditionally marginalized
groups...to be an API graduate, it
means you and your family have
succeeded,” said Carranco. The
grads will be given an API grad
uation stole and certificate along
with a senior gift. The venue itself
will be decorated with API cultur
al items such as flags and a color
scheme.
Following the API graduation

can Graduation Celebration. This
is being held in the University
Center (UC) Ballroom at 7-9p.m.
This celebration will feature per
formances of students such as
spoken word, music, dancing and
poetry. It is important to note that
even students who aren’t of color
are still welcome to participate,
according to the event’s website.
Student who participate will re
ceive a kente cloth in the colors
red and green. Courtney Thomas,
senior Human Communication
(HCOM) major said “Being part
of the community on this campus
of color is a huge significance to
how much a person succeeds on a
college campus.”
Next Affinity grad is the 18th
annual Chicano, Chicana, Latino,
Latina Celebration on May 16 in
the UC Ball Room from 6-9 p.m.
Tickets cost $30 per graduate
which includes dinner and enter
tainment. It is a commemorative
program, offering a certificate
of participation to the students.
The graduates receive a stole in a
combination of green, red, yellow
and blue with the white Chican@
Latin@ Graduate Association
(CLGA) emblem on it. Amoxtli
Ilhuicamina, Senior Visual and
Public Art (VPA) stated the cel
ebration is “A reminder of how
hard you worked to get here and
looking back where you came
from and who supported you.”
For the first time there is an Af
finity Graduation Celebration for
student with disabilities as well as
honoring allies of the community.
“This is a huge deal for our cam
pus - something that should be
celebrated, as the level of need to
increase equity on our campus for
our community is very, very high”
Justin Fargo, Senior, HCOM.
“We understand how import
ant these celebrations are not only
to celebrate the graduates, but
also to build community for our
current students as well as future
students” said by Patti Hiramoto.
Please consider attending an Af
finity Graduation Celebration this
month and show your support. To
learn more, please visit CSUMB’s
commencement page and look for
the Affinity Graduation Celebra
tion link under “Other Events/
Celebrations.”
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Jonah Worcester and Monte Rey

JONAH’S BID FAREWELL
Jonah Worcester, Staff Reporter

JWORCESTER@CSUMB.EDU
It has been over eight months since I left Ireland and came to study
abroad at California State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB). For the
final issue of the Otter Realm, I wish to share the story on my life chang
ing adventure here and express my most humble gratitude.
Ever since I saw the CSUMB website for the first time last year in
Maynooth when looking to study abroad, I knew I would come here.
It grabbed my attention with slogans like a “21st campus for the 21st
century.”
The classes at CSUMB seriously intrigued me, like film, photography
and more. CSUMB exceeded my expectations in a multitude of ways.
I have lived the dream and had the absolute privilege of taking such
interactive, thought provoking media based classes. Media has always
been my passion and the field I want to work in some day.
This year I’ve been the director of my own movies, used my pho
tography as an art, performed in a band class, made my own cartoons,
became a radio DJ and a first time actor. Even now as I write these
words I am extremely grateful for this hands-on experience as a staff
reporter for the Otter Realm. Going out and bringing important stories
to the public eye and raising awareness about key issues and living the
Clark Kent/Peter Parker experience has been amazing. It has also been
great being part of MENding monologues, Performing Otters, the Stu
dent Center staff and more.
I came here looking to not only learn but to find myself and my life’s
purpose. I can honestly say that I have achieved this and more. For that
I am eternally grateful to you, CSUMB. I have realized that I am an art
ist and I am destined to fight for social justice through my art. For this
I thank you, CSUMB.
I also thank the Otter Realm, for letting me live my biggest academic
and artistic dreams. You lead me on my path that I will continue to
follow and become the Superman I am destined to be. I love all of you
Otters and I will never forget this life changing year, the wonderful
friends I made and the experiences I had. There are not enough ways
I can say thank you, other than Mahalo (Hawaiian) and Go Rabh a ma
Agat (Irish). Hopefully someday I will return and visit. This is Jonah
Worcester signing off and bidding farewell to all you Otters out there.
Aloha O’e my friends which is Hawaiian for a bid farewell to thee.

Jonah Worcester performing at the One Billion Rising Event
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"This one will be ourlargestyet"

Photos provided by: Jeff Lewis
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graduation
inflation
CLASS OF 2015 HITS RECORD NUMBERS

Briana Mackey, Staff Reporter

BMACKEY@CSUMB.EDU
It’s that time of year again when California
State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
graduates their otter pups into the ocean of
adulthood at Freeman Stadium on Satur
day, May 16 at 10 a.m.
Approximately 1,528 graduates will be
anxiously waiting to hear their name called
so they can cross the stage. Once they all
move their tassels from right to left to of
ficially signify graduation, it will mark the
class of 2015 as the largest in CSUMB his
tory. In an email to the Otter Realm, Pres
ident Dr. Eduardo Ochoa commented that
“commencement is always a great day for
our university. This one will be our largest
yet, so we will have even more student suc
cesses to celebrate.”
Growing from 1,300 graduates in 2014
to 1,528 in 2015, crowds in Freeman Stadi
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um will have increased as well. But to stay
within the stadium’s capacity as posed by
the State Fire Marshal, graduation tick
ets given to students have decreased. Last
year five tickets were handed out and now
it is down to four, which has left students
scrambling for additional tickets. Luckily
there is a Commencement Facebook page
where information about extra tickets can
be posted.
The day of commencement is going to be
hectic, not only for getting the perfect outfit
ready or trying to hide a beach ball in your
graduation gown, but also planning out
where to park. Every graduate is given one
parking pass that allows them access to the
closest lot near the stadium. Which leads to
the dilemma, use it for yourself or give it to
your guests?
Carpooling is a great option, so is asking
a roommate or friend to drop you off right
in front of Freedman Stadium might help
avoid the hassle. If there is a need to park
a shuttle will loop every 15 minutes making
stops at lot 71 (VPA parking), lot 29 (Uni

versity Center parking) and the stadium.
However, it is important to note that on
May 16, CSUMB academic parking permits
will not be valid in commencement parking
areas: lots around the stadium, Lot 18 (Me
dia Center) and Lot 97 (Alumni and Visi
tors Center) so plan accordingly.
For those without access into the stadi
um, alternate viewing of the ceremony will
be available inside the University Center
Ballroom. Friends and family can also tune
in using the campus cable channel 72 and
live streaming video on the CSUMB web
site.
A bonus for guests watching at an alter
nate venue is that they don’t have to deal
with unpredictable Monterey weather.
Bringing layers is recommended since it
is forecasted to be in the 6o’s but keep in
mind graduation should last around two
and a half hours.
Commencement is a day of celebration
and recognition and why not acknowledge
students posts on social media as well? For
the second year, CSUMB wants to get grad
uates trending #MBgradi5 on the official
commencement Tagboard. Tweeting and
Instagramming graduation will be hap
pening all day, so show off how hard you
worked deciding on the perfect cap phrase
or pair of Nikes!

After the start of commencement Lilyana
Gross, Mathematics major, and President’s
Award winner will be giving her com
mencement speech to fellow graduates. In
addition Hugo Morales, Executive Director
of Radio Bilingiie, will be delivering the
keynote address.
Along with Gross, three other students
will be recognized for their admirable work
on campus:
Austin Kim, Biology major, will be re
ceiving the Provost’s Award for personally
and academically contributing to the learn
ing community of CSUMB. Breanna Oroz
co, Kinesiology major, will be receiving
the Social Justice Award for coordinating
a project whose objective involved gener
ating awareness. Sylvia Luna, Collabora
tive Health and Human Services (CHHS)
major, will be receiving the Alumni Vision
Award for best personifying the Vision of
CSUMB.
Students graduating with Academic
Honors, achieving a GPA of 3.5 and high
er for at least three semesters at CSUMB,
will be mentioned as well. Faculty will also
choose a Distinction in Major of each ac
ademic program for undergraduates who
have produced notable contributions to
their program.
Ernest Stromberg, professor of Human
Communication (HCOM), who will carry
the HCOM banner into the stadium said
“It’s a privilege to share in the joy and ex
citement of the students at this event,” as
commencement is a significant day for ev
ery party involved.
The Otter Realm wishes the graduates of
2015 all the best in their future endeavours!
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OPINION: PROMONTORY PREMONITIONS
A look inside from a future RA
Nick Emanuel, Staff Reporter

NEMANUEL@CSUMB.EDU

Photos by: Alex Hennessey
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The new Promontory housing complex
opens its doors to students in the fall of
2015. But will it be a blessing or a bust for
students?
Over the past few semesters, California
State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
has dealt with problems regarding insuffi
cient housing for the student body. In light
of the demand for more housing, CSUMB
has answered our housing crisis with a new
housing complex called the Promontory.
Located on main campus behind the Vi
sual and Public Arts (VPA) building, this 8.1
acre site on Eighth Street is a brand-spank
ing new, state of the art building loaded
with tools and accessories designated to
assist students in everyday life.
When you compare this housing com
plex to CSUMB’s area one housing (Cy
press, Asilomar, Willet and Manzanita
halls), it’s like Christmas came early. This
complex will house roughly 600 students
and is made up of 176 units which each fea
ture a full kitchen and laundry room.
These apartments offer two, three or
four single occupancy bedroom options,
and students can expect to pay $5,141 per
semester. CSUMB is shooting for the stars
with this new complex, but before this
building is even finished, I have spotted a
few issues I feel that I need to get off my
chest.
Promontory housing will have a full
laundry room for each apartment. Students
will finally be able to do their laundry on
the day they want, at the time they want.
This is great because no student wants to
spend his or her whole Saturday, and when
I say whole Saturday, I mean WHOLE SAT
URDAY, doing laundry.
In Promontory, no one will grab your
clothes and throw them on top of the wash
er, no one will leave their clothes in the
washer/dryer all day, and finally, when you
fold your clothes, you won't find someone
else’s underwear mixed in with yours...
gross.

The kitchen in each apartment will be
fully equipped with a stovetop, microwave,
a refrigerator, and my personal favorite,
a dishwasher! We can finally stop buying
plastic forks and paper plates and use metal
forks and reusable cups.
In addition to being convenient, this is
also more environmentally friendly. My
only concern with the full kitchen is the
stovetop. If students have a problem micro
waving top ramen in North Quad, I wonder
how cooking full meals will turn out...
The three Promontory buildings are
“U” shaped and all face each other. Some
students will get lucky with a nice view of
the ocean and others, well, you get to look
at the nice cars in the parking lot. If you
look at the Promontory housing tour online
you can see that there isn’t really a lot of
distance between the three buildings. My
concern with that is the one resident who
thinks it’s a good idea to blast their music
for all the neighbors to hear. We all hate
that person, please don’t be that person.
One problem with Promontory is, due to
the closeness of the buildings, it is going to
be like an amphitheater in there. So if you
have your window open next year, just be
aware of the weird noises you may hear
during the day and night. Actually, thinking
about that, I would suggest closing the win
dow at night... and maybe buying earplugs.
One addition I find myself raving about
for the fall of 2015 is the brand new gym.
Out of the three buildings in the promon
tory complex, the whole first floor of build
ing two, along with part of the second floor,
will contain some exercise equipment made
available for the students. I understand
that since CSUMB is leasing the Promonto
ry complex for the first year with option to
buy, the school wouldn’t go all nuts in the
gym with equipment.
Also, if the athletics program is not run
ning this gym, I doubt we should see seri
ous equipment like a squat rack or a full set
of dumbbells. I guess what I am trying to
say is be excited for a gym, but expect the
gym of a hotel to be provided.
You know, the ones with treadmills, a
few dumbbells and maybe a TV mounted
on the wall. If I walk into the gym next se
mester and see a medicine ball with dumb
bells only going up to 50 pounds, I may just
curl up into a ball and cry.
Promontory is a brand new state of the
art facility made available only for upperclassmen. There may be several negatives,
but I strongly believe that living there next
semester will not only prove to be helpful
and beneficial to students, but enjoyable
too. If the option for living in Promontory
opens up, I would suggest that you take it.
I have high hopes for the new Promontory
housing, and I fully expect it to exceed my
expectations.
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Eric Ransom showing off his skills in Main Quad.
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OPINION: PARKOUR CONNOISSEUR
Eric Ransom, Staff Reporter

ERANSOM@CSUMB.EDU
The world is your playground. The air
around you begins to circulate and pass
through your body while you sprint to a
nearby object. You jump into the air quick
as cat and press your hands against the con
crete surface of a table to pass it. The land
ing is that of a flawless gymnast in motion
as the thrill of the run only empowers the
confidence of that which is the Freerunner.
Freerunning (interchangeable with the
french term Parkour) is when an individ
ual interacts with their environment using
specific techniques that are either used for
emergencies or as a canvas and their body
as a brush.
Parkour began when founders David
Belle and Sebastian Foucan were children
in 1988. At that time the art didn’t have a
name nor was it recognized by the world.
After the premiere of Parkour documentary
Jump London in 2003 and the movie Casi
no Royale in 2006, the art had gone global.
The U.S., after seeing this new art, (typi
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The feeling of running free
cally called a sport by media) became pop
ular among the younger generation and
began to commercialize Parkour through
television and movies such as MTV’s Ulti
mate Parkour Challenge, The Bourne Ulti
matum, and G.I Joe: Retaliation.
As a Traceur, or a practitioner of Park
our, I have always wondered why people
only referred to Parkour as someone who
jumps from buildings and why no one had
practiced it here on campus. I asked the rec
center if anyone on campus had asked to
use any recreational tools for Parkour.
Fletcher Holst, science and technolo
gy major and junior said “No, no one has
asked to use anything for Parkour.” I was
taken aback that something as global as
Parkour has not reached California State
University Monterey Bay (CSUMB).
I asked the same question to Milton
Carcamo, Sophomore and Collaborative
Health and Human Services (CHHS) major
and he said “I have never seen it before, I

do not know anything about it.” After ask
ing three more students who gave me the
same answers, I began to realize that many
do not know what Parkour actually is. Even
with media distributing Parkour, I feel it is
not enough.
I entered the art as a kid in 1993.1 would
balance on narrow surfaces, jump from
ledges, and occasionally get scolded for
climbing buildings and objects. I pretend
the sand in a playground was lava and
jumped from surface to surface.
My biggest achievement as a kid in Park
our was climbing my elementary school
flag pole. I climbed high enough to look
down the street and see my dad since I was
growing impatient waiting to be picked up.
Today, I still practice on the street and at
Rising Star’s Gym in Monterey to improve
my confidence as well as technique.
Foucan explains in Jump London that
Parkour is a philosophy and much of life
is applied through Parkour. Foucan said

“Freerunning is a way of fighting one’s own
fears and demons. You apply Freerunning
to life.”
Parkour has help me gain confidence
in areas such as fear. I would approach a
speech presentation as I would a seven foot
ledge; I visualize how I will jump from the
ledge and do it. Approaching one’s fears
and obstacles in life are tedious from the
start because they are unknown to us, but if
you take a leap into the unknown, the pos
sibilities are endless.
Parkour, Freerunning or whichever term
you may use will still live on through those
who practice the art. As far as I know, I am
the only traceur on campus. I hope one day
to see others practicing in the main quad or
gym and hopefully never from the rooftop
of a building. Explore the unknown and run
free.
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CA MUSIC FESTIVALS
OUR PICKS FOR SUMMER '15

Janine Brown. Staff Reporter

JABROWN@CSUMB.EDU
Summertime is just around the corner and
whether you are heading home to Northern
California, or Southern California there are
plenty of music festivals coming your way.
Here’s a list of the top music festivals on
our radar for summer 2015.
For those of you who are staying close
to Monterey for a little while, the Califor
nia Roots Festival will be taking place at
the Monterey Fairgrounds from MAY 22
- MAY 24. Cali Roots, as it’s commonly re
ferred to, is a mixture of reggae, hip-hop,
jam and rock music. The music and arts
festival is also widely influenced by guitar
legend Jimi Hendrix. One band that many
will be looking forward to seeing is Dirty
Heads. Their hit single “My Sweet Sum
mer” will definitely be an anthem for many
to sing along to. Tickets will cost $215.69
for a three-day pass, single day tickets will
be $86.75. For more information you can
go to eventbrite.com.
For those of you that missed Stagecoach
and enjoy the country scene, Country
Summer will be taking place in Santa
Rosa at the Sonoma County Fairgrounds
from June 5 - June 7. The title speaks for
itself as this will be a guitar swinging, funfilled day of country music from favorites
such as Parmalee, The Band Perry, Cassadee Pope and Brantley Gilbert. Tickets
wifi be $279 for a three-day pass and $69
for a single day pass. You can find tickets at
etix.com if you are interested.
One of the biggest festivals of the sum
mer is Outside Lands. Similar to Coach
ella (without the third degree sunburn), this
festival will be taking place Aug. 7 - Aug.
9 in San Francisco at Golden Gate Park and
will feature a major matchup of alternative,
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rock and indie favorites. If you are looking
to score tickets to this annual event, listen
to LIVE 105 (105.3 for Bay Area listeners)
during the summer because they will be
giving out tickets to a lucky caller daily.
The festival will take place over three days
and will surely please concert goers who
plan on attending the event as The Black
Keys, Mumford and Sons, Sam Smith,
Kendrick Lamar, The Cold War Kids and
Milky Chance will be headlining. Tickets
for three-day entrance range from $265$325, and single day general admission is
$135.Tickets can be found at ticketmaster,
com.
Another LIVE 105 music festival to look
forward to is Big Freakin’ Day or BED,
in Mountain View at the Shoreline Amphi
theatre on June 6. The alternative music
festival will be headlined by Indie music
favorites Modest Mouse, Of Monsters and
Men, Panic! At The Disco, Cold War Kids
and Atlas Genius. There will be four sepa
rate stages: the Main stage, the Bud Light
Festival stage, the Subsonic Tent, and the
Local Band stage. If you are interested in
attending BFD but are unsure of the art
ists performing, be sure to listen to LIVE
105, radio station 105.3 to hear all of the
hit singles from the featured BFD artists.
Tickets for BFD can be found on livena-

tion.com and range in price from $35.50$69.50.
For those of you that will be head
ing back to Southern California, HARD
Summer returns on Aug. 1 and Aug.
2 at the Fairplex in Pomona. R&B artist
The Weeknd will be one of the headliners
along with Jack U supported by Hip - Hop
favorite Schoolboy Q. Tickets are $135 for
a 2-day pass and can be found on ticketmaster.com
Another festival taking place in South
ern California is Nocturnal Wonder
land. They will be celebrating their 20th
anniversary during the weekend of Sept.
4-6 in San Bernardino at the San Man
uel Amphitheatre . Those of you that love
Electronic Dance Music, this is definite
ly your event. Three-day tickets will cost
$259.
If you are looking for a great way to
spend your summer, music festivals are a
great excuse to get outside in the sunshine
or dance your heart out all night. You'll
meet new people, enjoy unique music and
make life-long memories. But tickets are
selling out fast so make sure to check out
ticketmaster.com, live nation.com, stubhub.com and other participating websites
to score your tickets before it's too late!
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DOES SOCIAL MEDIA AFFECT OUR RELATIONSHIPS?
Many platforms, many challenges
Emilio Chavez, Guest Reporter

EMCHAVEZ@CSUMB. EDU

The internet, smartphones and social me
dia have become an important part of our
daily lives. We want to be connected with
our friends, family and significant others at
all times. But how are relationships really
affected by all the social media and digital
tools that exist today?
In surveying a group of 22 students cur
rently enrolled at California State Univer
sity, Monterey Bay (CSUMB), I asked the
students 10 questions used to determine if
social media affected their relationships in
any way. Of the students surveyed, 60 per
cent of them were female and 40 percent
were males. All students surveyed were or
at some point had been in a relationship.
Students surveyed said social media did
[at times] have a positive effect on their re
lationship because they were able to keep
communication at all times and share pho
tos and other significant moments. Howev

er, the majority (80 percent) said the nega
tives outweighed the positives.
The primary reasons I received were in
security, jealousy and secrecy. Many of the
people I surveyed believed social media
sparked many issues due to their partner

messaging someone of the opposite sex,
making them feel insecure about them
selves and causing jealousy and distrust
towards their partner.
At this point in time it seems that every
one using their cell phone or other device

is attached to it without the ability to put
it down. This is a problem that is affecting
our relationships, and ultimately our gen
eration.
We are the first generation to come of
age with these problems due to the grow
ing use of technology and communication
via digital tools. As we build relationships
and new technology develops it is import
ant to consider these new obstacles in order
for people to be able to have good relation
ships.
Good relationships stem from good com
munication. Good communication seems
like a relative term. Some people consider
constant contact to be good communica
tion. Others believe that communication
consists of consistent person to person con
versation. No matter what it may mean to
many, social media provides platforms that
destroy or enhance our relationial experi
ences.
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DIGITAL CHANGES FOR
A GROWING CAMPOS
The Rethink team's
next big projects
Eric Ransom, Staff Reporter

ERANSOM@CSUMB.EDU
The creators of California State University
Monterey Bay (CSUMB)’s campus website,
otherwise known as the Rethink team, are
jumping into a few new projects: taking on
CMS mobile, digital governance and mak
ing sure commencement is equipped with
Wi-Fi.
CMS, accessed through internet brows
ers from the CSUMB website, will soon be
viewed on the go the same way the website
is: articulated to fit mobile devices. Greg
Pool, Web Services lead and part of the Re
think team, said “The user experience will
improve and we love the way it simplifies
the interface a lot.”
While looking at two of the three ven
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dors, the team looked at the JQuery (Java
system that transfers documents much
faster than normal) mobile framework. The
team was familiar with that since JQuery
takes all information displayed on a com
puter and translates it to the server level
and displays it another way of showing the
same information.
This may increase the user ability of CMS
and change the interface of the heavily used
system used by many students on campus.
The upgrade to CMS mobile will take place
during the Fall 2016 semester. The oper
ating expenses for these projects are state
funded, according to the Rethink Team.
Pool and the rest of his team are also
reading up on digital governance through a
book titled “Managing Chaos” that was re
leased in February, and will help the team

get a better understanding of how web
design should be managed. Digital gov
ernance is the framework that establishes
roles, decision making authority and ac
countability of an organization’s presence,
covering all aspects of publishing content,
including web design.
Pool said “A lot of it is how organizations
establish order.” The team can use digital
governance along with the campus mission
for future marketing that may happen for
CSUMB. However, the project is still in the
works and has not yet been approved by the
provost.
On another note, there will be no worry
of having dead signal at commencement
since it will have Wi-Fi set up by the Re
think team. Pool said “We had covered it
last year with a terabyte worth of traffic in a

short amount of time.”
The technology provided has become
well-known and many people are going to
use it again. What was a one-time request
has now become a very popular aspect
of the event. The Wi-Fi provided at com
mencement will cover the bowl and the
north and west of the field house. A sepa
rate project will have Wi-Fi cover the soccer
field that will house graduates preparing
for their entrance into graduation.
The Rethink team will continue to man
age and configure digital systems to im
prove students’ use of CMS and our campus
website. By providing students and faculty
with easier access to the campuses site us
ing digital governance and mobile network
formats, the campus can expect higher user
rates as well as increased networking.
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OPINION: TENT CITY LIVING
COMING TO TERMS WITH THE HOUSING SITUATION

Sara Buffo, Staff Reporter

SBUFFO@CSUMB.EDU

It seems as though many of us are strug
gling to find housing for next semester.
With rooms and even entire floors becom
ing filled within minutes of the room selec
tion process, some students have begun to
panic about where they are going to live a
mere three months from now.
But have no fear, Otters! I have an idea
for those of us without housing next semes
ter: tent cities. Oh yes, tent cities.
Now, let’s look at this solution “logical
ly.” In the Great Depression, there were
tent cities, or “Hoovervilles,” lovingly
named after our nation’s then-president
Herbert Hoover, all across the country, and
they seemed to get along just fine! Our tent

cities, let’s call them “Ochoavilles,” would
be on campus, and a student could set up
camp wherever he or she wishes.
Do you like to roll out of bed a few min
utes before class starts and have a few class
es in the library next semester? The woods
behind the Tamura and Antle Memorial Li
brary could be your new home!
Looking to be close to Starbucks, the Ot
ter Express and the Dining Commons so
meals and snackage are near at all times?
The Main Quad would be perfect for you!
And this way, the Housing administration
could see you from outside their office win
dows, constantly being reminded of how
they have failed the students.
There might be some downsides to living
in a tent city slum, but resourcefully, they
could be seen as positives!

It’d be way cheaper to live in a cardboard
shack, if you think about it. A room in the
new, glamorously-advertised, and already
at capacity Promontory building costs
$5,141 a semester, according to the Hous
ing information page on California State
University Monterey Bay’s official web
site. But a room made out of a cardboard
box would be a couple bucks. And if you’re
lucky, you could take advantage of prime
dumpster diving for free! What a bargain!
And who needs access to water for bath
ing when you could take a quick cold bath
in the nearby Pacific Ocean? There, you
could also hand-wash your laundry for free!
Not only would this help conserve water in
the midst of California’s epic drought, it
will also help us further our philosophy of
being an eco-friendly campus.

And those pesky raccoons that constant
ly surround us? This could be the time to
befriend those furry little freaks and turn
them into cuddling companions. The cold
Monterey Bay nights would be arguably
more bearable with a bunch of adorable
raccoons snuggling up to your sleeping bag,
blankets, or whatever you manage for a
makeshift bed.
Tent city slums may not be the best ad
dition for our university, but what choice
do we have? Let’s face it: CSUMB’s housing
situation has become ridiculous, stressing
students out as they scramble to try and
find a place to live. And our university is
going to declare impaction for incoming
freshman in fall 2015. So, as this school
tries to get its act together, it’s tent city liv
ing!

OTTER EBERT'S NETFLIX PICK: THE GRADUATE

Sara Buffo, Staff Reporter

SBUFFO@CSUMB.EDU

In honor of the Otters stepping across the
commencement stage next week, this pick
is the Oscar-winning classic, “The Gradu
ate.” A film that looks at the life of a recent
college graduate and the emotions he feels
after college.
The film, directed by Mike Nichols and
released in 1967, follows the story of Benja
min, played by Dustin Hoffman. Benjamin
is a college graduate that has hit a slump
in his recent post-graduation life. In college
he juggled a variety of activities at school,
had good grades throughout and was a star
athlete. But after graduation, Benjamin
finds himself at home with his parents, dis
traught and depressed, as he doesn’t know
what he wants to do with his future.
Benjamin’s parents throw a party for his
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return home, and a friend of their family,
Mrs. Robinson, played by Anne Bancroft,
approaches him. She asks Benjamin to
drive her home. But when they reach her
house, she begins to seduce him.
Though Benjamin is extremely uncom
fortable and tries to leave many times,
Mrs. Robinson finds many creative ways to
make him stay. He is finally able to make
his escape when her husband Mr. Robin
son comes home. But in the midst of his de
spair, Benjamin doesn’t stay away for long.
Benjamin eventually succumbs to Mrs.
Robinson and the two have an affair over
the summer. When Mrs. Robinson’s daugh
ter, Elaine, comes home from college in to
visit and begins to date Benjamin by the
urging of his parents, they fall in love. From
there, their romance is put to the test, as
Elaine discovers the relationship between
Benjamin and her mother. To find out the
epic ending, it is highly suggested that you

watch the film.
Dustin Hoffman portrays the lost and
weary recent college graduate brilliantly. It
is clear he is not in the right mindset when
he begins his affair with Mrs. Robinson, as
he frequently says it’s wrong and feels bad
for entering their relationship. Anne Ban
croft truly brings Mrs. Robinson’s char
acter to life as a seductive housewife from
the ‘6o’s that looks at Benjamin like he’s a
game to play.
The soundtrack plays a major role in
the film as well. Songs by Simon and Gar
funkel give “The Graduate” the ideal ‘6o’s
ambiance, and a few scenes involve only
songs played, from start to finish, with no
dialogue from the characters. We simply
see characters moving from place to place,
obviously contemplating their current situ
ations, as songs like “The Sound of Silence”
play in the background.
After graduation, some Otters may feel

as if they are in Benjamin’s situation. Not
necessarily that they have an older woman
vying for their admiration, but that they are
unsure of what the future holds.
Graduation can be an exciting yet scary
time, but it can also be seen as a step into
a new and exciting chapter of life. Some
times, we might not know what we want in
life and this thought can especially appear
around graduation for many.
It’s important to remember that that’s
okay. It’s okay not to know what you want,
like Benjamin. And, of course, it’s okay to
know what you want, too. Post-graduate
life is an adventure. What we choose to
do, or not to do, is our own decision. The
important thing is to make the choices we
believe are right for ourselves.

19 | Otter Realm | April 16, 2015

DISC GOLF
WINS BIG

The Women's Disc Golf Club wins the
championship and shares future plans
Photo provided by: MB Disk Golf

Wesley Barnes, Staff Reporter

WBARNES@CSUMB.EDU

On
April
15-18,
California
State University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) took home their first
women’s championship for disc
golf by defeating the Oregon
Ducks by a single stroke. Sier
ra Lewis was the founder of the
Women’s Disc Golf Club (WDGC)
when it was created in 2014. The
team has had a quite a bit of suc
cess for the short time they have
been around.
For those who don’t know,
CSUMB Disc Golf is one of the

most active sports clubs on cam
pus.
The team is supported
through events and fundraisers.
Merle Witvoet, who is the disc golf
coach, also teaches a Disc Golf
class, KIN 141.
The club is very active and prac
tices almost daily at Cyprus and
the Oaks courses. They strive for
better connections with the com
munity and improving the growth
of disc golf. Currently, plans are
in the works to create a disc golf
learning course at the park next
to Los Arboles Middle School and
coordinating various fundraising
tournaments.
During the championship, the

women’s team consisting of Tra
ci Alger, Guillermina Rodriguez,
Mikaela Bogdan, and Jenn Schopfer played a combined 141 holes.
Women’s Disc Golf Club Presi
dent Traci Alger said “The most
exciting thing about the compe
tition for me was making the cut
for the women’s individual cham
pionship.”
On the third day of competi
tion, a 13 hole round led the top
eight women to play into the night
on the Old Glory championship
course. Alger said, “It was great
to have challenging competition
such as the Oregon Ducks, a di
vision one school.” CSUMB had

faced them before in the West
Coast Collegiate Open, a national
qualifier held at CSUMB’s Steady
Ed Courses.
The CSUMB disc golf team
will also be volunteering for the
St. Jude Disc Golf Tournament in
Seaside. Locals will be playing but
the members of the Disc Golf club
are raising money for the charity.
The team hopes to have a future
in hosting the event. Some of the
highest rated Disc Golf players
will be attending and playing in
the tournament and they hope to
raise $300,000 for St. Jude. The
tournament takes place on Me
morial day weekend, May 22-24.

POSTSEASON PICKS

Summer is the best time for the postseason, but who will win?
Jeremy Majjasie, Staff Reporter

JMAJJASIE@CSUMB.EDU
The days are getting longer, soon
school will be out and the play
offs are upon us. Both the Na
tional Hockey League (NHL) and
National Basketball Association
(NBA) playoffs are in full-swing
and it is unquestionably the best
time of the year to watch sports.
The main reason to love watch
ing sports during this time is be
cause the fans get two for the price
of one.
Up until recently, bay area
sports-fans have been spoiled
by having teams in both tourna
ments.
The San Jose Sharks and the
Golden State Warriors have
both been blessed with talented
teams in the recent past and have
made many runs in their respec
tive tournaments. The Warriors
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have been led by a star studded
cast including Stephen Curry,
Klay Thompson, Andre Iguoda
la, Draymond Green, as well as
one of the deepest benches in the
league.
Sadly, the Sharks failed to make
the NHL Playoffs this year even
with the help from former NHL
MVP Joe Thornton, long time
Shark, Patrick Marleau, and silver
medalist at the Vancouver Win
ter Olympic games, Joe Pavelski.
This was the first time in ten years
that the bay area representative
failed to make the NHL playoffs.
My pick to win the Stanley Cup
is the Anaheim Ducks who had an
incredible year making the play
offs. This will be their third year
in a row to make the playoffs and
they have a shot to do some dam
age. The Anaheim Ducks finished
tied for third in points at the end

of regular season capping off a Pa
cific Division Championship.
With a roster loaded with a few
of Team Canada’s finest, like Ryan
Getzlaf and Corey Perry, and a
solid defense behind them, this
team could win the Stanley Cup
for the second time in their fran
chise history.

"My pick to win
the Stanley Cup
is the Anaheim
Ducks"
On the NBA side of the things,
The Golden State Warriors have
also made the playoffs for the
third straight year. They finished
the regular season with a 67 wins
and 15 losses record. This was one
of the NBA’s best regular season

records in the history of the asso
ciation.
Not only was Curry the best
player on the best team in the
NBA, he was recently named Most
Valuable Player (MVP) as he so
rightfully deserved.
His statistics show his dom
inance in multiple facets of the
game. In 80 games played he has
scored 23.8 points per game and
has a field goal percentage of .487
and shooting .443 percent from
three-point range. That is scoring
with efficiency. The 27-year-old
also averages 7.7 assists per game,
showing he is more than capable
of distributing the ball and getting
his teammates involved.
It may seem like it is impossi
ble for the Warriors to lose, but
it could very well happen. Teams
like the Cleveland Cavaliers,
Houston Rockets, and the Los An
geles Clippers look to challenge

Photo provided by: NBA

the heavy favorites. The Vegas
Super Book and I both have the
Cleveland Cavaliers winning the
2015 NBA Championship.
It’s difficult to fault their logic
since they have LeBron James.
James went to four straight NBA
Finals in Miami with Dwayne
Wade and Chris Bosh. He plans
on doing the same in his return to
Cleveland this season with young
phenom Kyrie Irving.
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PUTTING A CAP ON
HAZING IN SPORTS
National
problem
sparks
senior
capstone
project
Josh Siucky-Flliot. Staff Reporter

JSTUCKY-ELIOT@CSUMB.EDU

National College Athletic Associ
ation (NCAA) athletes have spent
majority of life working hard to
achieve the privilege of repre
senting the college name on their
jersey. These student athletes
sacrifice their time, social life and
energy just to make the team suc
cessful.
Although it is not difficult to
notice all the work ethic on the
playing field when it comes to
game day, some people do not
realize that there is a more seri
ous issue happening behind the
scenes, and it is hazing in sports.
Sports hazing is a practice of rit
uals and other activities involving
harassment, abuse or humiliation
used as a way of initiating an ath
lete into a team.
According to Alfred University,
79 percent of college athletes re
ported being hazed. Even though
the percentages of hazing in col
lege sports are extremely high, the
subject rarely gets talked about,
which raises very little awareness
to a touchy subject.
One California State University
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) student
athlete has taken this issue of haz
ing in sports to raise awareness
in a unique way. Jenna Bandy,
Senior, Human Communication
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Jenna Bandy working on her capstone

Photos by: Josh Stucky-Elliot

(HCOM) major, decided to raise
the awareness through her cap
stone project by choosing to pro
duce a short film called “Hazing
is not a Sport” and gathering a
handful of student athletes from
various CSUMB sports programs
to help spread the word.
Bandy enrolled in the capstone
course which is based on the con
tested meanings and struggles
for social justice, democracy and
freedom — past and present. This
is an open-ended story in which
structures of inequality and injus
tice still define who we are as a na
tion and economic, cultural, social
and political rights continue to be
fought for on numerous fronts.
So why choose to fight for
sports hazing awareness? Bandy
said “I chose this issue because
I was raised playing sports and
grew interested in many sports
aspects. But more importantly, I

feel strongly about hazing aware
ness. This is an issue that needs
to be brought to the forefront of
the sports culture. Hazing crimes
have been swept under the rug
and serious action needs to be
taken against these dangerous rit
uals.”
Many athletes turn their heads
when it comes to hazing, some say
nothing, others partake in such
a serious issue, but in the long
run hazing in sports can bring
down athletes, leaving emotion
al wounds. Though our national
athletic culture needs to be ad
dressed, thankfully there has not
been any reported sports hazing
incidents at CSUMB. But if a haz
ing incident did take place on our
campus, CSUMB and the Police
would take the issue very serious
lyAccording to California Penal
Code 245.6 “The person against

whom the hazing is directed may
commence a civil action for inju
ry or damages. The action may be
brought against any participants
in the hazing, or any organization
to which the student is seeking
membership whose agents, di
rectors, trustees, managers, or
officers authorized, requested,
commanded, participated in, or
ratified the hazing.”
Just because it hasn’t happened
here at CSUMB does not mean
the issue will not happen some
where else. Hazing can happen to
anyone and it is not a joke. Even
if you don’t play sports and hear
about it, stand up and say some
thing.
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MEMOIRS OF A MALE FEMINIST

The Upbringing of mortal men
Christopher JamesJustice Siders

CSIDERS@CSUMB.EDU
Twenty-one-year-old Cinematic Arts
and Technology senior Lance Rodriguez
defines feminism as a movement that push
es for the social and political equality of the
sexes and all gender identities. “I identify
with feminism because so many people in
my life that have inspired me or support me
were women,” Rodriguez expressed.
Identifying as Hispanic and Caucasian,
Rodriguez’s educational foundation re
garding feminism started as an adolescent
with his family. “I have come from a large
family of independent, headstrong women.
Organized and free, they are a force to be
reckoned with.”
His views developed more while attend
ing college at California State University
Monterey Bay by bearing witness to the
strong women progressing forward and
making their voices heard in several fields
including the arts and business.
“My girlfriend really opened the door for
me by telling me that she was a feminist.
Through the dialogues we had together I
slowly but surely began to understand what
her world was. I got to see on a first hand
account how society treated women,” Ro
driguez said.

Before identifying as a feminist and
learning more about their beliefs, Rodriguez acknowledges that he was doing a lot
of things that were only helping the patri
archal system. “People need to know the
system so they don’t slip into being a part
of it... I was doing a lot of things that was
only helping the patriarchy. This was all
because I wasn’t educated enough to know
that it was wrong and what effect it had on
women.”
Rodriguez also believes that if the edu
cation system were to be more inclusive
covering the history of all genders then
we will see a positive outcome regarding
courses dedicated to feminism and human
emotions. “I heard from a person before as
a joke that only men were the great inven
tors and idealists, and that I couldn’t think
of a single woman that had done the same.
I couldn’t think of anyone at the time but
that’s because our education doesn’t cover
all the genders. It’s very male focused in
fact.” Rodriguez shared.
In many ways, as a result of my earlier
education, I’m still ignorant to certain ac
tions and decisions I make as a hetereosexual black male and how they affect women.
By interviewing several different folks in
the gender identity spectrum, I’m learning
how my actions affect everyone.

student
Henry 0.
By Cherri Wilson-Thornton
CWILSON-THORNTON@CSUMB.EDU
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I aim to be a better role model in my
community by progressing forward and not
using derogatory language; also by educat
ing myself about how to better control my
emotions. By doing this, and putting more
articles out for this Memoirs project, I can
provide evidence to fellow men that this
isn’t how life supposed to be for us, and we
must pull ourselves together for the sake of
everyone.
To be honest, this has been an uphill bat
tle. There were times I pondered whether
or not to continue this project or not, due to
my own personal internal struggles where
I know patriarchy exist, but I do things un
knowingly that trigger women and make
them feel uncomfortable.
My personal insecurities and out of con
trol emotions make matters worse with a
lot of cases I been involved in. Sharing this,
I want everyone to understand that I am
human. What I want is people to see the
different things men, women and what all
the gender identities go through, and ulti
mately the different things we as a commu
nity go through. We must stop horizontal
oppression, and help others flourish them
selves. Being vulnerable and bringing these
subjects to light is just a small step to that
goal and in owning my ignorance.
Rodriguez believes that hypermasculini-

Lance Rodriguez

ty has to do with the “Presence of Indepen
dence.” “In our culture, it is admirable to be
on the forefront leading others in example
as an independent person. This can lead to
competition among young men, others us
ing more hostile tactics by shaming other
young men for their “non-independent”
qualities.” Rodriguez said.
With this historical context in mind, Ro
driguez believes people would be afraid of
a woman in power because “it’s different.
Many people don’t really know or have false
expectations of what women can do.”

SUBMISSION
Between light and
darkness, you were a
moral compass,
guiding my existence.
You spoke words of
fabrication through a
facade of truth.
Shame on you.
Never quite good
enough, ever.
I speak the
truth, judgmental
words of scorching
fire, brand-iron
me futile.

Curly hair, unworthy.
Straight hair, not
girly. Never quite
good enough, ever.
You were my world,
I was your oral
punching bag.
Your jabs left my swollen
ribcage exposed as
I gasped for air.

,

Like a flashing,
red-neon light,
my jugular vein
pulsated. My wrists
held high to
your eyes. Pick a
vein, slice away. Even
those weren't good enough.

www.otterrealm.com

OTTER REALM
NEWSROOM: (831) 582-4066
ADVERTISING: (831) 582-4348
EMAIL: OTTERREALM@CSUMB.EDU

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
ELIZABETH HENSLEY
EHENSLEY@CSUMB.EDU

PRODUCTION MANAGER
ALEX HENNESSEY
AHENNESSEY@CSUMB.EDU
ADVERTISING/DISTRIBUTION
NOLAN DAVIS
NDAVIS@CSUMB.EDU
WEBMASTER
TOUTOUAVANG
TVANG@CSUMB.EDU
STAFF REPORTERS
SARA BUFFO
MIRANDA SQUIRES
CRYSTAL ZAVALA
TAYLOR JOHNSON
JACOB BARNETT
JANINE BROWN
LAUREN STOKES
ERIC RANSOM
BRIANA MACKEY
NICK EMANUEL
KENZELJONES
JOSH STUCKY-ELLIOT
SUSAN WEBB
JONAH WORCESTER
MIGUEL PALMER
WESLEY BARNES
SHANAEFUENTES
JEREMY MAJJASIE
BRITTAINIE GOMEZ
PRODUCTION STAFF
NOELI PEREZ
JOEL MARTINEZ
KAREN GARCIA
ANDRES HERNANDEZ
DANIEL SIMON
DAYSHIAYANG
SHAWN GIERAHN

MULTIMEDIA STAFF
JENNA BANDY
DIANDRA ESPINOZA
SELENA GONZALEZ
RENEE LOEUTH
NEILNORTHEY
ALEXIS SHAW
D'QUAN STEWART
JOSH STUCKY-ELLIOT
STINE ROERNES

COPY EDITORS
JOHNNY BAYS
HAILEY VETTER
ADMIN
WENDY RUTLEDGE
ADVISOR
ESTELLA PORRAS

www.otterrealm.com

HOROSCOPES
Danny Simon,

Prophet of the stars, foreteller of all the things

DISCLAIMER: If you have issues with my translation, take it up with the
stars. It should also be noted that any similarities between your real life
and these horoscopes is merely an unfortunate and probably hilarious
coincidence.

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

(March 21 -April 19)
It appears that you were bom in Canada,
and smuggled into the country illegally.
The U.S. Government is between 1 and
5 years from figuring this out, but when
they do, they will track your family down
and make an example out of you. Your
fellow Canadians will see you as a traitor,
America will unanimously deem you
terrorists, and the resulting conflict will
domino into a cataclysmic war.

(April 20 - May 20)
Never, ever work with superglue in the
nude. This is less of a horoscope than just
some practical advice. Taurus, however is
inexplicably prone to this particular activi
ty, and for the time being would do well to
resist the impulse if possible (for the sake
of your more tender extremities).

(May 21 - June 20)
If you eat a bucket of slugs every morning,
you’ll win the lottery in 63 years. If you
don’t eat a bucket of slugs every morning,
a close family member will become a reg
istered sex offender.

CANCER

VIRGO

LEO

No matter what anybody says, you need
to pursue breakdancing as a full-time
career. The stars are crystal-clear on
this; there is no other path for you. If
you don’t spend at least half your life
getting freaky on the sidewalk like it’s
1994, you will never know true happi
ness.

(July 23 - August 22)
People who have seen your fun side wish
you would emerge from your shell more
often. If you don’t, you could be abandoned
by your friends and family. However, if
there is another incident like last time I
doubt you’ll ever see the outside of a fed
eral prison again, so easy on the bath salts
and remember, you’re no longer welcome
in government buildings, zoo morgues or
Linens N’ Things.

(August 23 - September 22)
You may awaken one day soon with a
spontaneous and fierce desire to im
merse yourself in the world of competi
tive hand-shadow puppetry. However, the
stars warn that your fingers will become
irreversibly twisted and contorted if you
attempt the most advanced shadow pup
pet move: Da Vinci’s The Last Supper.

SAGITTARIUS

SCORPIO

LIBRA
(September 23 - October 22)
Great news, Libra! The stars say that
the death of a long-lost family member
will leave you a massive fortune! Wait a
minute, no. No, hang on... Dang. Sorry to
get your hopes up, it’s actually a massive
fortune in gambling debt and the atten
tion of several dangerous organized crime
syndicates.

CAPRICORN
(December 22 - January 19)
The position of Venus implies that you
will no longer be able to use regular tooth
paste. Instead, you must use a solution
of cayenne pepper, vinegar and pancake
batter. No more mouthwash either,
instead you’ll have to gargle sand. Floss?
I don’t think so. For an alternative, try
frayed denim.

(October 23 - November 21)
The stars imply that a challenge you
must overcome soon will involve being
impaled through the chest with a twelve
foot whaling harpoon. Due to its loca
tion among your more vital organs, you
won’t survive any attempt to remove the
offending object, however you will be
able to arrange your life around your new
handicap, despite never being able to use
an elevator or sit down in a normal chair.

(November 22 - December 21)
You will soon discover true happiness
comes from eliminating your material
possessions, beginning with your ward
robe. If you can’t find it in a dumpster,
you shouldn’t wear it. It may take awhile
to catch on, but soon will you become a
fashion guru for inventing the sardine can
fedora.

PISCES

AQUARIUS
(January 20 - February 18)
The deep sexual attraction you feel
toward syrup queen Aunt Jemima is
unhealthy and weird.Everybody has their
kinks, but the stars would really rather
you would stop thinking about old Auntie
Jem’ drizzling warm maple syrup all over
you when you climax. The stars have had
enough.

(February 19- March 20)
The moon’s position relative to Neptune
indicates you will have an altercation with
a Catholic nun this week. Unfortunately
for you, the nun in question happens to
be a master martial artist and is going to
make you look really weak and stupid in
front of your friends and/or significant
other. Get ready for an ass-beating you’ll
never be able to live down.

EDITORIAL POLICY
The Otter Realm is a bi-monthly student publication produced by the HCOM 389 and HCOM 489 classes. Opinions expressed herein do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Otter Realm, CSUMB administration, faculty, or staff of the college policy.
The
Otter
Realm
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two
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It
is
a
training
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for
students
who
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to
develop journalism skills, and it is a forum for free expression of campus
issues and news. The Otter Realm
Editorial Board wifi determine what to print on these pages, The Editorial Board reserves the right to edit for libel, space or clarity.
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PEOPLE ON CAMPUS
How do you cope with stress during finals?

HAYDEN MORRISON, 4TH YEAR, HCOM

ERICA BAUER, 1ST YEAR, MARINE SCIENCE

JAYSON BATIN-CURAMMENG, 4TH YEAR, PSYCHOLOGY

NICOLE MELLO, 4TH YEAR, KINESIOLOGY

KAYNO VANG, 1ST YEAR, ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

"I laugh. To me, it always seems
to feel like giving into stress
means that the stress wins, so
laughing and smiling shows
the stress that it doesn't bother
me...even if that isn't always
true."

"Netflix! And snorkling helps,
too. Sometimes I sit at the
bus stop, get on whatever bus
comes, and go on an adventure"

"I make sure I exercise, because
it relieves anxiety. I also make
sure I get enough sleep because
without enough sleep, your
body can't function properly."

"I make sure I take breaks when
i'm studying so I don't freak out.
Every hour I make sure I take a
15 minute break so I don't get
too frustrated. I also make sure I
exercise, because it really helps
relieve stress and anger."

"Dance because its my emotion
al output, and swim because
thats my physical output."

Photos and interviews by: Hailey Vetter

student
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SUBMISSION

WHAT WILL YOUR SUMMER LOOK LIKE?
Created by Andre Sitolini, 1st Year CART major.
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